
CABINET STATEMENT 
CABINET MEMBER FOR ECONOMY – COUNCILLOR PRETTY 
 
Colleagues will remember that in my July statement I was able to give details of the 
support that we had been able to offer to local businesses and which I am sure 
assisted in helping local businesses survive the lockdown. 
 
Following the easing of the restrictions imposed by the March Lockdown we saw the 
adoption of pedestrianisation of Market Street and High Street to enable social 
distancing to be maintained. Residents in Eastleigh Town and other local centres 
were clearly nervous about venturing out again to shop and these measures were 
intended to ensure social distancing could be maintained and footfall figures do show 
a steady increase over the past weeks although they still are below pre-pandemic 
levels. 
 
To further help recovery, we were able to invite applications for pavement licenses to 
enable cafe, bars, and restaurants to place tables and chairs on the pavement to 
encourage customers to those premises. There have not been as many applications 
as had been hoped as I am sure many residents would have felt safer drinking a 
coffee al fresco! 
 
Unfortunately, due to rising numbers of confirmed Covid cases, rising death and 
hospitalization numbers, the Prime Minister has felt it necessary to impose a further 
4-week lockdown with effect from Thursday 5th November 2020.  
 
The closure of restaurants, bars, cafes, non-essential shops and certain sport and 
recreational facilities will clearly have a serious effect on local businesses. The 
Government has again announced several support measures for local business 
including extension of the job retention furlough scheme and support for the self-
employed. Other measures to help businesses, which are forced to close, include a 
Local Restrictions Support Grant of up to £3000 per month and which will again be 
based on the rateable value of properties. Details of these will be placed within the 
Business section of our website once we receive full details from Government. 
 
One sector of the economy which has perhaps been affected more than any other is 
the airline and travel industry. We are fortunate in Eastleigh to have an airport which 
serves a large area of the South Coast and has consistently received high customer 
service ratings. They currently have a planning application for a short runway 
extension awaiting decision. If this is approved, it will enable the airport to work with 
airlines to offer a greater range of destinations. This could reduce the need for 
passengers to travel to Gatwick and Heathrow and could contribute to helping to 
reduce overall pollution. It could also provide opportunities for developing the 
Riverside industrial area which could possibly include a new business area to the 
north east area of the airport. 
 
The airport is an integral part of the local economy both as an employer and because 
of the supply chains it creates to service its customers. The airport is an important 
element of the prosperity both in Eastleigh and within the Solent Area. 
 



Once the lockdown ends in December it would be good if we all support our local 
businesses again wherever possible. They are important both to our economy but 
also to the health and well-being of our community. 


